
…Torah is acquired with 48 

qualities. These are: 

  

Study, listening, verbalizing, 

comprehension of the heart, fear, 

awe, humility, joy, purity, serving 

the sages, bonding with friends, 

debating with  students, 

tranquility, study of text & context, 

minimizing engagement in 

business, minimizing superficial 

socialization, minimizing pleasure, 

minimizing sleep, minimizing talk, 

minimizing levity, slowness to 

anger, good heartedness, trust in 

the sages, acceptance of 

suffering, knowing 

one's place, 

satisfaction with one's lot, 

qualifying one's words, not taking 

credit for oneself, likableness, 

love of God, love of humanity, 

love of charity, love of justice, love 

of rebuke, fleeing from honor, lack 

of arrogance in learning, 

reluctance to hand down rulings, 

participating in the burden of one's 

fellow, judging him to the side of 

merit, correcting him, bringing him 

to a peaceful resolution [of his 

disputes], deliberation in study, 

asking and answering, listening 

and illuminating, learning in order 

to teach, learning in order to 

observe, wising one's teacher, 

exactness in conveying a 

teaching, and saying something in 

the name of its speaker… 

 

(Avot 6:6) 

Elul Enrichment: 

Sep 16|Elul 25 – Knowing One’s Place (Makir Et Mekomo)  
"The place on which YOU stand is holy ground..." (Exodus 3:5) 

 

Most of us have heard the expression “Do not judge your fellow until you’ve come to their 
place” (Avot 2:4).  With practice we are able to understand that each person faces unique 
challenges, and that they respond to those challenges with a their own mixture of inborn 
attributes, learned behaviors, and available resources.  Less of us have realized that we 
should also abstain from judging ourselves (at least in terms of our potential) until we’ve 
reached our “place”.  
 

Implied in all this is that we have a “place” in the grand scheme, and indeed there is “no 
person who does not have their hour, and no thing that does not have its place” (Avot 4:3). 
But, finding that place is a challenge in itself.  
 

We are exhorted to “know from where you came, and to where you are going.” Avot (3:1) 
explains the former - “from a putrid drop” (a reference to our biological origins), and the 
latter - “to a place of dust, worms, and maggots” (a reference to the grave and with it the 
end of our biological life). In doing so, it paints a picture that our place is only constant in 
span outside our early lives, but within them – apparently there is not just one place for us to 
occupy.  Indeed, this is why Jewish law is referred to as Halacha – the way to GO. Stasis is the 
arch rival of Torah life, stagnation prevents you from traversing the Derech Eitz HaChayim – 
the path to the tree of life.  
 

As such, there is not one place that we must occupy, but rather we strive to be in the right 
place at the right time. One way to do this is captured in Avot 2:5, “in a place without people, 
strive to be a person.” When we notice needs in this world that are not being addressed by 
others, and which we have the tools to address, then it is our obligation to stand in that place 
at that moment.  
 

When we are charged with knowing our place, really, we are being charged with heading a 
calling to the time at hand. Seeing our unique opportunities to bring good into this world, 
and doing so. As the Tifferet Yisrael comments (Yachin to Avot 6:6), knowing our place does 
not mean questioning our capability, it means having enough humility to tap wisdom and 
thereby know when the mandate has fallen upon us to claim our place in the moment. 
 

…and even if all the winds in the world come and blow against it, they cannot 
move it from its place, rather, it sways with them until the winds subside…  

(TB Taanit 20a) 
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